Towson University’s Master of Arts (MAT) in Special Education MAT 
MCPS Hybrid Cohort: Two years
USG Campus – Rockville Md.
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GRADUATE STUDIES 
Department of Special Education – USG Campus MAT program

 
Fall 2026
· Two-year cohort program with evening courses – 39 credits
· Tuition credits provided through MCPS employee benefits – Direct billing	
· On-the-job internships in Montgomery County Public School
· Earn a certification in Special Education (Early Childhood, Elementary/Middle, or Secondary)
[bookmark: _Hlk115781260]by  the Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE).
· EDTPA support and guidance

Program Info
The Towson University M.A.T. program is for post-baccalaureate students who do not have any prior formal training in the field of education. Admission to this program is limited exclusively to full-time employees of Montgomery County Public Schools. Courses meet for seven-week sessions*, which allows students to take three courses per semester. Students are admitted to enter the program annually in the fall. The M.A.T. program is a cohort program designed for paraeducators and special education conditional hires, which admits a limited number of students each year, on a “rolling admission” until the cohort reaches student # class capacity. Students are encouraged to apply and submit all required documents early, but no earlier than 12 months prior to the start of the program.

Admission Requirements
To be considered for admission, students must:
Have a GPA of 3.0 for full admission. A GPA between 2.50 and 2.99 may be considered for conditional admission. 
Have no more than 9 credits of content courses to complete while in the program
Submit a complete application consisting of the following:
-Official transcripts (from all colleges attended)
-Résumé
-Written statement
-Two letters of recommendation


Sequence of Courses

Fall 2026
SPED 637 Inclusion for the Classroom Teacher (3) 
EDUC 730 Principles of Learning, Development, and Diversity (3)
SPED 607 Curriculum and Methods of Classroom Management for SWD (3)

Mini 2027
SPED 641 Curriculum and Methods of Instruction for SWD (3) 

Spring 2027
SPED 646 Using Tech. to Differentiate Instruction
SPED 525 Formal Tests and Measurements for Students with Disabilities (SWD)/K-12 (3)
*SPED 632 Assessment Issues for Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Students (3) (Infant/Primary and Elementary ONLY)
or 
**SPED 601 Curriculum and Methods for Secondary Transition (3) (SECONDARY STUDENTS ONLY)

Fall 2027
SPED 647 Literacy Instruction & Assessment for Special Educators 1 (3)
SPED 797 Internship I with Seminar (3) 

Mini 2028
SPED 605 Working with Families of SWD (3)

Spring 2028
SPED 648 Literacy Instruction & Assessment for Special Educators 2 (3)
SPED 798 Internship II (3) 
Seminar with Internship II (3)

Contact Information 
https://shadygrove.usmd.edu/academics/degree-programs/mat-special-education

Eric Kuhn, Program Director, at epkuhn@towson.edu
Marc Trainum, Academic Coordinator, at mtrainum@towson.edu



The M.A.T. in Special Education begins cohorts annually at the beginning of each fall semester.
1. Submit unofficial transcripts and requests a transcript analysis to the TU MAT office. Transcripts are evaluated to determine any content area required in addition to the M.A.T. course work. Please request transcript analysis through the following link:
https://gateways.watermarkinsights.com/externalApplications/e6c222c2-2b83-4f55-a781-81b8a89a4c89

	2. Begin completing your prerequisite course requirements upon feedback from MAT office. Students cannot enter the program with more than 9 content credits to complete while in the program. ALL content requirements must be completed prior to entering the final semester. STUDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO COMPLETE ALL CONTENT REQUIREMENTS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.
3. Apply to Towson University. We will begin accepting applications one year prior to the cohort start date. Application directions will be sent after you receive your transcript analysis feedback from the TU MAT office. Please contact Marc Trainum or Eric Kuhn to request the link to the directions for applying. 
 	A. Submit official transcripts.* If not completed in step 1, students must submit official transcripts from all colleges attended. Transcripts should be sent electronically to gradtranscript@towson.edu .
 	B. Submit two letters of recommendation. You MUST complete this process by submitting contact e-mail information for your recommenders in the online application.
 	C. Submit a résumé. (Please include in section 6 of the online application)
 	D. Submit a written statement. 1-2 pages discussing your reasons for entering the teaching profession (include in section 6 of the online application)
CONTACT INFORMATION
              Further information can be obtained by visiting https://shadygrove.umd.edu/  or contacting            
                               Eric Kuhn, Program Director, at 301-738-6326 or Epkuhn@towson.edu
                                Marc Trainum, Site Coordinator, at 301-738-6062 or mtrainum@towson.edu


	
image1.png
T

TOWSON
UNIVERSITY..





